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Members Present 
Steve Fuchs – Chair 
Stanley Friedman- Vice-Chair 
Jeffery White 
James Cox 
Wali Saleem-Alternate 
 

Members Not Present 
Mitchell St. Clair 

 
Others Present 

Mike Dail, Community and Cultural Services Director 
Glen Moore, Planning Administrator 

Holli Tetterton, Administrative Support Specialist 

 
 

I. Opening of the meeting 
II. Invocation 

o Chair Fuchs led a moment of silence.  

III. Roll Call 
o Staff took a silent roll call.  All members were present except for Mitchell St. Clair. 

IV. Old Business 
o None 

V. New Business 

1. A Special Use Permit request from Kyle Pate to construct a residential dwelling on a 
nonconforming lot of record at the corner of Respess Street and 6th Street.  Parcel No: 
5676-90-1355.  

o Staff swore in William Dowdy,  

o Staff, the request is a Special Use Permit request from Kyle Pate to construct a single-
family residence on a nonconforming lot of record. It is located at the Northeast corner 
of W. 6th Street and Respess Street. It consists of 0.11 acres. The property is currently a 
vacant, nonconforming lot of record. The TRC has reviewed the application and has 
approved the request. Minimum lot size in R6S is 6,000 square feet and 60 feet of 
frontage.  The existing lot is approximately 4,673 square feet and has about 53 feet of 
frontage on W. 6th Street and about 103 feet of frontage on Respess Street.  All the 
required setbacks are being met on the proposed site plan. 

o Chair Fuchs, this request was carried over from the November meeting. It was a 2 
to 2 tie; therefore, another motion was made to continue this.  

o Chair Fuchs opened the public hearing.  

o Chair Fuchs asked if there was anyone that would like to speak in favor of this 
request. There were no comments.  

o Chair Fuchs asked if anyone would like to speak in opposition to this request.  
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o William Dowdy, I am a native of Washington, NC. I was born here. My family home 
is at 536 Respess Street. It is the property diagonally across the street from the 
property in question here. All of my relatives of the prior generation are deceased. 
The home is somewhat dilapidated now. I noticed in the paperwork there is a 
person by the name of Beulah Barrow that gave an affidavit claiming she owns the 
property there. I have not personally searched the record to ascertain the accuracy 
of her claim. I assume the Board has verified the bonafides of her claim of 
ownership. I would challenge it unless that is the case.  

o Chair Fuchs, challenge it on what grounds? 

o Mr. Dowdy, I have been told by members of my family that there was a purchase 
of that property by one of our late relatives. I have no verification of that. I only 
learned of the agenda for this proceeding yesterday.  

o Chair Fuchs, that is going to be something that is beyond a Special Use Permit. The 
Special Use Permit could be granted or not granted. If it were granted, Mr. Pate 
would move forward with the purchase of the property. At that time the lawyers 
would get involved and do a title search. That is something for attorneys to do and 
not the Board of Adjustment or City Staff.  

o Mr. Dowdy, your point is well taken. I will just go through my concerns. First of all, 
there is the question of notice. I see a list of names provided in the paperwork. I 
take it to be the list of people that received notice. The first name listed is Dowdy, 
Joannah & Bros Hrs. Joannah was my grandmother. She passed away in 1950. There 
are many heirs, including myself, my remaining four siblings, and a number of 
cousins.  My sister, Joyce Martin, is the one that received the notice for Joannah 
Dowdy. She lives in Connecticut. With the exception of my sister, Joyce Martin that 
lives in Connecticut, and my Cousin, Melville Wyche that lives in Maryland, none of 
us received notice. We did not know about the proceeding until a couple of days 
ago. I called this morning and a very nice lady sent me a link where I was able to 
download the entire agenda. She was very nice and very professional and I 
appreciate it, but there is a notice question. Second of all, the lot size and frontage 
are non-conforming. Putting this tiny house on this non-conforming piece of 
property could have some impact on the actions that my family takes in the near 
future as we try and get rid of this property. We want to sell it. All of my siblings, 
myself, and my cousins are now getting on up there in age. We are worried about 
the impact of a piece of non-conforming property being developed. The notice is 
the major concern because, as I said before, I only learned of this very recently. My 
siblings and some of my cousins have raised concerns about the disposition of this 
property. It is untenable for us at this point for us to try and maintain the home 
property on Respess. It is in a dilapidated state. We are concerned if something is 
done with a nearby property, particularly if it is non-conforming, it will throw off 
the nature of the community even further than it has been because of all the 
dilapidated homes. This could interfere with our attempt to package this property 
and sell it in the future. I appreciate you giving me the opportunity to come and be 
heard on this. I would have prepared something in writing, but I just heard about 
this a couple of days ago.  
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o Chair Fuchs, do you represent the Dowdy family tonight? Are you here tonight as 
the representative of all the ones that have been notified and the ones that have 
not? Mr. Dowdy, yes, I have spoken with them and I have come on their behalf.  

o Chair Fuchs, you’re here tonight to represent all of them, so the notice is not really 
a big deal. The City sends notices out to whatever addresses are on the tax card. 
They have no way to know who the 100 brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles, nephews, 
and great-nieces are that may own a piece of property. Only an attorney, through 
months of title search, could figure that out. The City is not in the business of doing 
that. They make the best effort that they can to try and send a notice out. That is 
the same problem that they had with the church before. With the church, the City 
made an honest effort and sent it to the address on the tax card. It was the physical 
address. A nice lady from the church came and said we don’t get our mail there. 
Regardless, the City is only required to make an honest good effort to try and notify 
someone. We don’t know who has mailboxes or if 50-60 people have part 
ownership. With that being said, I just wanted to make sure that you were 
representing the family tonight.  

o Mr. Dowdy, I am and your point is well taken. I’m not trying to make any grievance.  

o Chair Fuchs, it is good that you had a chance to speak. That is what we are all about. 
We want to give everybody a chance to speak. We’re certainly glad that you found 
out about it, that you are here, and that you have shared this information with us. 
We appreciate that. 

o Mr. Dowdy, I would just say the whole point of the notice point is that as a matter 
of due process, as you are all well aware, to the extent that we have any claim or 
have a point that we would need to have heard, we would need notice and time to 
prepare. It is just not my practice to come before anybody without preparation. I 
feel that I am unprepared tonight. I would have prepared something in writing to 
better clarify my points.  

o Chair Fuchs, are there any questions for Mr. Dowdy? 

o Mr. White, are you saying that you think your family owns the property? 

o Mr. Dowdy, I have been told that. It was the first I had heard of it. The claim was 
that my Aunt Norah bought the property after it had been purchased by another 
person who failed to pay the taxes. I have no personal knowledge of that. I wanted 
to find out if anyone had looked into the bonafides of Ms. Barrow’s claim that she 
really owns it. She did give an affidavit to that effect. The title would have to be 
examined to know for sure.  

o Mr. White, what do the tax records show? Staff, the tax records show Ms. Barrow 
listed. Mr. Dowdy, since the tax records reflect that, and since I have not examined 
it myself, I accept that. 

o Chair Fuchs asked if anyone else would like to speak in opposition to this request. 

o Ms. Kimberly Gibbs, I am here to represent Mt. Hebron Church of Christ located at 
210 W 6th Street. I did get the notice and see the sign this time. I do appreciate that. 
I am representing our church. We feel that space is not a good place to build a tiny, 
tiny home. We feel that is not the best way to utilize that area. We feel that it will 
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not be an asset to our community. We are in opposition of using that space for a 
tiny, tiny home.  

o Vice-Chair Friedman, does the church use that space for parking or anything? Ms. 
Gibbs, we do. I have been to that church all of my life. I’ve been told there has been 
some discussion about purchasing the property. We park in front of the space.  

o Chair Fuchs, so the church has had a discussion with Ms. Barrow and has her 
permission to use the property? Ms. Gibbs, no, we park in the front or on the side. 
Chari Fuchs, so you don’t park on the property you park in the street? Ms. Gibbs, 
right.  

o Mr. White, has anyone talked to you about the type of house that is going to be 
built on the property? Ms. Gibbs, nobody has come to me personally. I just know 
what I have read and what was presented at the last meeting.   

o Mr. White, so your main reason for coming tonight in opposition is the type of 
house that is going to be built there. Ms. Gibbs, it is. That community does have a 
lot of dilapidated houses, but they are regular houses. I know we need housing, but 
I’m concerned about the type of housing. We would hope it would be positive, but 
we don’t know. It could be something negative since it is seen as being different. 
That is our major concern. The tiny, tiny home is our concern.  

o Chair Fuchs, do you feel that if a tiny house was built there it would negatively affect 
the health, safety, or welfare of the community?  Ms. Gibbs, it is hard to say. I think 
it would be something positive, but you don’t know. Some people may look at it as 
odd and different. That would be negative. I would think it would be positive, but 
sometimes people see things as odd or totally different as a negative. I can’t say. 
The only way that I can say that it won’t be negative is if it is not built.  

o Vice-Chair Friedman, do you live in the area? Ms. Gibbs, no, I attend church there.  

o Mr. Saleem, what are we going to do about the fact that Mr. Pate is not here? We 
can’t question him. Chair Fuchs, he is not required to be here. We can make our 
decision based on his application. That is the only thing we can do.  

o Mr. Saleem, there is one item in here that I don’t think he has addressed in his 
application. He’s not here to answer it so I don’t know how to address that. You 
asked her about health and safety. Item “L” from the zoning ordinance stands out 
to me. It states, “The proposed use will be compatible with existing uses that are 
adjacent to or neighboring the proposed location, as measured in terms of its 
physical size, intensity of use, visual impact, and proximity to other structures.” 
He’s not here and can’t answer the question. I don’t want to be too critical of his 
application because he is not here to answer for it. I have some other issues with 
it as well.  

o Mr. White, I had questions for Mr. Pate also, but he’s not here. It’s hard for me to 
support him and he’s not here to answer any questions. What we have tonight is 
a group from the church in opposition and Mr. Dowdy here in opposition. I have 
to look at it from that situation and not from Mr. Pate’s standpoint.  

o Mr. Dowdy, I would just mention the obvious point, the application is asking you 
to depart from the usual rule. It is a nonconforming application. I would submit 
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that would require some burden on his part to get to the point on why you should 
diverge from the usual rule.  

o Chair Fuchs asked if anyone else would like to speak in opposition to this request. 
There were none.  

o Chair Fuchs closed the public hearing.  

o Chair Fuchs asked Staff for the Findings of Fact. 

o Staff, the Board of Adjustment may authorize a Special Use Permit for a single-
family residence on the lot if it finds that it meets 1-3. It must also meet the zoning 
requirement to issue a Special Use Permit A-L. 

o Chair Fuchs asked if there were any questions, comments, or concerns from the 
Board. There were none.  

o Chair Fuchs asked for a motion to approve or deny the Special Use request.  

 Jeffery White made a motion based on the Findings of Facts this request does 
not meet the General Criteria for issuance of a Special Use Permit as found in 
Section 40-115 and the specific criteria found in Section 40-39(b) of the City of 
Washington Zoning Ordinance. I move the Board deny the request for a Special 
Use Permit to construct a single-family residence on a nonconforming lot of 
record located at the northeast corner of W. 6th Street and Respess Street, tax 
parcel #: 5676-90-1355. Wali Saleem seconded the motion. Members voted, 2 
in favor and 3 opposed. The motion did not pass.  

 Record of the vote. 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 
 X Steve Fuchs – Chairman  
 X Stanley Friedman – Vice-Chair  
X  Jeffery White  Made the Motion 
--- --- Mitchell St. Clair   
 X James Cox  
X  Wali Saleem – Alternate 2nd the Motion 
--- --- Vacant Seat  

o Chair Fuchs asked for a motion to approve.  

 Stanley Friedman made a motion based on the Findings of Facts this request 
meets the General Criteria for issuance of a Special Use Permit as found in 
Section 40-115 and the specific criteria found in Section 40-39(b) of the City of 
Washington Zoning Ordinance. I move the Board grant the request for a Special 
Use Permit to construct a single-family residence on a nonconforming lot of 
record located at the northeast corner of W. 6th Street and Respess Street, tax 
parcel #: 5676-90-1355. James Cox seconded the motion.  

o Chair Fuchs asked if there was any further discussion.  

o Mr. Cox, I would like to make a comment. Mr. Pate is not here. We require Special 
Use Permits for a variety of things in our code that are wholly consistent with the 
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neighborhoods in which they are going. That is not a divergence from what we do. 
I think when we have an area in the City with vacant lots and dilapidated housing 
it’s hurting the marketability of any houses in that area. It is not good for the 
owners. It is not the job of this Board to consider the structure that goes on it. That 
is just not part of what we do.  

o Mr. Saleem, are you saying that “L” does not apply in this situation? Mr. Cox, I don’t 
see an issue with “L.” You have single-family housing all around.  We’re talking 
about a single-family house.  

o Mr. Saleem, the words “measured in terms of its physical size” don’t make any 
sense to you? Mr. Cox, does it mean smaller? Mr. Saleem, it doesn’t say that, but it 
says physical size. Quite obviously, this is smaller than any house that would be 
placed in that area, presumably.  

o Mr. Cox, the reason, I believe, that it is smaller is because he didn’t want to ask for 
a variance from the setbacks. Mr. Saleem, that’s his prerogative, but the issue is 
that we still have “L.” If we are not going to go by the ordinance then we ought to 
take that out. It says clearly in terms of physical size.  

o Chair Fuchs, we issue Special Use Permits all the time. We have issued them for 
substandard lots. We just did one three months ago and the end of W Main St. This 
is not unusual from what we have approved in the past. Special Use is allowed in 
that zoning. If people are not happy with Special Uses being allowed then they need 
to talk to the City Council members and get them to change the zoning. There are 
a lot of nonconforming lots in the City. There are a lot of small lots that people can’t 
do anything with unless there is a Special Use Permit. That is one of the purposes 
of why we are here.  

o Mr. Saleem, I don’t want to hold up the vote. You are at the point of voting. I think 
it is worth discussing among the Board Members. We should talk about how these 
ordinances are written and how they operate. Chair Fuchs, we would have to 
discuss how they are written with City Council. Mr. Saleem, I can feel uneasy about 
them. I don’t care who wrote them. Chair Fuchs, right. Mr. Saleem, I can feel uneasy 
about the way it is written for me to sit in judgment on it. I don’t want to hold up 
the vote. You have a motion on the floor. We can go ahead and vote on that and 
have a discussion about this at a later time.  

o Chair Fuchs asked if there were any more comments from the Board. There were 
none.  

 Members voted on the motion to approve, 3 in favor and 2 opposed. The 
motion passed.  

 Record of the vote. 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 
X  Steve Fuchs – Chairman  
X  Stanley Friedman – Vice-Chair Made the Motion 
 X Jeffery White   

--- --- Mitchell St. Clair   
X  James Cox 2nd the Motion 
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 X Wali Saleem – Alternate  
--- --- Vacant Seat  

 
VI. Other Business 

1. None  

VII. Approval of Minutes- November 17, 2022 

1. Correction to Minutes 
 
o Chair Fuchs asked if anyone had any corrections, additions, or deletions to the minutes of 

the meeting from November 17, 2022. There were none. 

o Chair Fuchs asked for a motion to approve the minutes. 
 

 Jeffery White made a motion to approve the November 17, 2022 minutes. Stanely 
Friedman seconded the motion. Members voted, 5 in favor and 0 opposed. The 
motion passed.  

 Record of the vote. 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 
X  Steve Fuchs – Chairman  
X  Stanley Friedman – Vice-Chair 2nd the Motion 
X  Jeffery White  Made the Motion 
--- --- Mitchell St. Clair   
X  James Cox  
X  Wali Saleem – Alternate  
--- --- Vacant Seat  

VIII. Adjourn 
o There being no other business, Acting Chair Saleem asked for a motion to adjourn.  

• Jeffery White made a motion to adjourn. James Cox seconded the motion. Members 
voted, 5 in favor and 0 opposed. The motion passed.   

 Record of the vote. 
  

 YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 
X  Steve Fuchs – Chairman  
X  Stanley Friedman – Vice-Chair  
X  Jeffery White  Made the Motion 
--- --- Mitchell St. Clair   
X  James Cox 2nd the Motion 
X  Wali Saleem – Alternate  
--- --- Vacant Seat  


